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of which even the jewels ornamenting them had been worn
by their predecessors; and each Medici Grand Duke was
buried wearing his actual crown, not an imitation of it, and
with his jewelled sceptre by his side, an entirely fresh crown
and sceptre being made for his successor. As a consequence,
when in the early part of the nineteenth century the Medici
coifins were plundered by thieves the latter sought chiefly for
those of the Grand Dukes. Owing, however, to the darkness
of the lower crypt, and the manner in which the coffins on
removal thither had been piled together in different parts of it
without any system, the thieves were only able to find the
coffins of five out of the seven Medici Grand Dukes, those of
Cosimo lit and Gian Gastone, which had no distinctive marks
on the outside, escaping detection These, however, were the
only two in which the crown and sceptre were found when the
coffins were opened in 1857 by the Commission appointed for
the purpose,*- that of Cosimo I being among those found
entirely plundered.

"The body was dressed in the robes of the Order of Santo
Stefano, with under these a doublet of red satin, and hose
of the same colour on the legs. His sword was extraordinary
large, and in the velvet lining of the scabbard, hidden by the
gilded hilt, were enclosed a small dagger and a number of
small stiletti, with very sharp points, almost as fine as
needles, stuck into the lining of the scabbard as into a
needle-case. The robbed and broken coffin did not contain
the golden crown, the sceptre, and other ornaments which
should have been found there."83

In Cosimo I the prominent characteristic is a pitiless
ferocity; no sentiment of generosity, magnanimity, or mercy
ever stirred his nature. His enmity worked with as little pity,
and as little remorse, as a machine. Death, prompt and cruel,
ensued for all who failed to obey his will, or thwarted his pur-
poses; the doors of the Bargello closed behind them, and the
scaffold in its courtyard saw their end. Or if they escaped from